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THE CHIEF SECRE'f OF MASONRY-LOY]~ '1'0 GOD

AND THE BROTHERHOOD.

" Si}'.~,,'Iif' are brelltrp'N." -AcTS "IT. 2G.

PRAYER BEFORE SEJUfON.

ALMIGHTY Father of mercies! God of love! Thou source of all

true Wisdom! bless, with the light of Thy truth, and the sanction

of Thine all-glorious presence, this assembly of Thy people. Un}'

this gathering of Brethren in Thy holy temple mect with such a

portion of 'rhine approbation, that we all may be truly benefited;

and Thy name, 0 Lord, everlastingly glorified. :Jlay we all bp

united in the true bonds of Brothcrly Loye; and may the fear of

God so influcnce every link of our sacred union, that our Masonic

principles may bear the true insignia of all christian perfcction.

May we have Faith, and Hope, and possess that true Christian

JJfalJonic Cltm'ity, that shall give us in our hearts all the true and

nnabating felicity of the love of God; and produce in our actions

all the true and substantial effects of the true and unadulterated

love of our fcllow-creatures. J\fay we, one and all-Christians

and :l\fasonic Christians,-be B?'etll1"en,o and may we now spe the

beginning of that happy day, when true and saving knowledge

shall fill the earth as the waters do the channels of the sea. Hear

us, mighty Father, for Thy dear Son's sake, our elder brothel', JJl

whose name we further pray to Thee :-Our Father, &0.
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Dcftl' Brethren anrl Christian lrriends,

'rhe task of the preacher, on an august occasion

like thc prescnt, is nonc of the easiest; for, whilst he
has to address the Brethren of the Provincial Grand

Lodge and Local Lodges, he has also to address those

"'ho, not being Masons, yet belong to the general family

of christian brethren. The latter probably think they

shall hear something new, something striking, something

that shall giye them a hetter insight into Masonry than

they had before. Difficult as the task lllay be, I will, to

the best of my ability, as a christian l\1inister and fellow

labonrer, endeayour to please, and, I trust, edify both
classes. And mav the Great Architect of the universe,

the common 1,'atller of llS all, look down upon us at this

time; and especially direct His llUmble, ministering ser

vant in the ,,-isc1om of His Gospel, and furnish him ,,-ith

good materials, that the ",hole building of Masonic science,

Masonic labour, and christian love, may be fitly framed

together, and be made manifest to every beholder, as

having strength and duration, unparalleled am] un

equalled; and befluty and ornament unrivalled in the
l1111\'erse.

I trust I shaH be excused by om much revered Grand

:;\Iaster amI the brethren, if, as I proceed, I expose to the

strangers present, as far as I clare, SOllleof the secrets

Hnd history of our Order .

•\1\(1 OIlC of the gmndcst seCI'd::.'I"ehayc, is, what I ,,-ould
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J

wish were (if I lllay so say) of ,,'ol'1c1-\\'i(le ce1e\)rity

Love to Go(l, an(1 Lovc to the Brcthren: the lattcr heill?-,
011e of the last commands of ollr elder Brother Jesus

Christ. "And this comlllandment havc we from Hilll,

that he who loveth God love his brothel' also;" we leai'll

likewise, froUl the volume of the sacred la,,', that" 1re

who 10veLhnot his brother whom he hath seen, how can
he love God whom he hath not secn."

If our professions, as lllell aud 1\lasol1s, be destitute of

love to God, and charity towards 0111'fellow creatures; if

our philosophy be destitute of our philanthropy; 01', if

our Masonry be destitute of the activity of doing goo(l;

away with religions profession, it is but an empty name;

away with philosophical sentiment, it is hut as sonnding

brass; away with :\Iusonic pretensions, they arc but as

tinkling cymbals.

" In all thc institutions of :J1asonry, in all its mlcs,

and in all its orders, its candidates arc not only every

moment instructed and advanced in the knowledge of

the being and existence of a Goel, but also the lov(' wc'

owe Him, Yes, brethren, the secrets of Masonry, pro

perly attended to, arc the secrets of the Lord; and as

we travel from the west to the east, and in onr pious

journey survey, from the north to the south, the English

Lodge has no point, no corner-has neither fonndatioll

01'summit, where God is not recognil':ed and had recoursc

to in all His holy perfection. The \ Yorshipful _\laster

of a Lodge, who is witltollt religion, lllllst talk a I:lllgllagc
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foreign to his heart; the Pedestal 111a Mason's Lodge

is always nnfnrnishecl without that Book of Books, of

which God is the only author: and the jmyels, both

moveable and immoveable, have no significant reference,

but as they refer yon to Him, who is the author of all

things; who is the giver of every good and perfect gift;

whosc hands are open to supply your every want; and

,,-ho alone is thc SOlU'ceof every :i\1ason's hope."

\Vould you, the unitiated, survey our Lodge from the

surface to the centre? High as the heavens we behold

Him, who manageth all creation, in the exercises of His

wisdom and power: deeper than hell, we see Him carry

ing on redemption beyond the narrow limits of all

human philanthropy, saving, not only a part, but the

whole; saying unto death, "1 will be thy plague," removing

the sting of death; saying unto hell, "1 will be thy de

struction," breaking all its massy doors, and setting its
despairing prisoners free. Look we from the north to

the south, or vice versa, we see the Seasons roll on in

their lIsual round of uninterrupted variety. Forth comes

the smiling Spring, in all her tender softness; the foster

111g sun, the moistening shower, and all the pleasing

prOlnIses of plenty. Next shoots the Summer's sun

with full perfection, to bless the ripening year, which

Autumn, with her full-fed fatness, showers upon the

earth for man's enjoyment; and e'en when surly 'Vinter
b10\\'8, we lose its essence of intention, if, e'en in that in

clement season, we eyer lose sight of a God of love.
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7

'rhus stands, and thus is fUl'l1ished, a Masoll's Lodge:

the God of creation, the God of providence, and the Got.!

of grace rises in the east, to shine upon her with glory:

returns into (not from) the west, and blesses her with

His presence. He stretches His arms of love from north
to south, and calls her His own beloved; and in all His

dispensations, in the exercise of all His perfections, and

in the manifestation of all His graces, gives to every

enquiring individual an experimental knowledge of llilll

self. Oh! my brethren, is He not a God worthy of our

love and adoration? And" God is love." lIe displays

it in His creation and providence; everything in and

around us bespeaks the character of the Great Creator;

and that everything is so ordered and instrncted that we

do, or may, enjoy it ill a superior manncr, should be to

us at once a proof of His goodness, and ill us an cxcile

lllent to gratitude and praise. vVith this love, the

sceptre of the Almighty easily bears its sovereign sway

over every affection of His creatures' hearts; and with
this love, the human soul soars above all human distinc

tions, and all human impediments, and flies upon the

wings of obedience, to rest for ever upon the security 0['

divine approbation.

Awl oh! what did we not lose when man lost his

innocency! Loaded as wc arc with ten thousand tillles

ten thousand blessings of His love, what must have becn

the state of our first parents in Paraclise? Though

Heaven, and the Heaven of Heavells, is the blissful throne

of Him, who alone is from ever and for ever, He (in
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\\ 01ll11'011S,cOJlJe~cendiJlg lon~ to LTiscre~tnre l1lflll) lnid
the fOllndations of the earth, and built it for man's habita

tioll, amI gaye it him for his inheritance. He built it as

the temple of man's a(loration, an(l as the altar from

",hencc all his free-\I"ill offerings \yere to arise; and.

thereill man was placed, as the high-priest thereof, to

offer up from thence continually, the grateful incense of

praise and thanksgiving for all the blessings showered

mound Him. Our blissfnl parents, in their first estate,
neelle<l no othcr Architecture: for (robed in innocence)

the verdant turf, with all its native fragrance, was their

refresh ing pallet, and the open heavens their shelter

iug ranopy. Oh, brethren, what were the delights of

primxval innocence? "The yaried carol of early birds

\nu, the herald to Eden's pail' to close tllcir balm}

sln1l1bers-to hail the approach of dawning light-to

join the moming stars, with all the glad creation round,

in onc long chorus of exhulting Hallelujahs to their all

hountiful Creator ~ Over these glorious scenes, the sun

rose joyous, and in smiles he set; and cheerful through

the day his circling course he ran. In those happy clays,

-gone, gone, never to return,-the tongue vibrated only

with praise and gratitulle; and man's heart, in every
deed, and word, and thought, ,,'as in unison \\'ith hem'en.

Then hliss sllpreme lighted up the countenance of the

fi rst pair in hlissflll Eden, as yet uns nllied with a tear;

nnll natl1l'c, symphonious nature, eaught those smiles for

the circling year all throngh; her hills and dales, her

plnins and groves, laughell in the mingled bloom of herbs,

and nowrrs, amI frait; nOl' sighs, nor tears \\'ere 1;nO\Y11:
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tJ

lmt hleatillg llills andlowing vales, with sparkling stl'ealllS

and woodland songs, proclaimed Creation glad thl'ough-
t I"ou .

But, alas! how ~;oon did lllan lose hilllself ~ how soon

did he fall from his high estate of bliss and innocence,

to the degraded one of misery and woe; and, as in the

days of his early innocence and primitive simplicity,
every purpose of his heart was a bright display of the

wisdom and gooclness delegated to him from the SlIprelllc
(whose semblance then shone nnclouded in his counten

ance): so with his fall, that countenance fell, clmleneu

by the clouds of apostacy and rebellion. Denr brethren,

was not our God early, as lIe is still, a "God of love?"

,Vc implore upon our Order, the blessing of this " God

of love;" and ,,-e assert, that Masonry is venerable for its

antiquity-for its plans were co-eval with Creation. It

is glorious in its ends and purposes, for they arc no less

than the grand concerns of both worlds: the most

essential interests of the present, and the llloml prepara

tory for the future; it is bOllnflless in its extent, operation,

and beneficent eiiccts, for it extencls to the utlllOSt parts

of the earth; and embraces, for its objects, the goofl of

the whole human race, of eyery clime, kindred, nation,

tongue, and people under hem' en ; its leaders were, a11<1

still continue to bc, the great (and what is greater than

great), the noble, t.he good, the wise, and the honorable

of the earth. "JIaSOl1l'Yhas witnessed the rise, revolution,

and wane of empires; ,,-ithstood the l'fIvages of hn1'ha1'ous

sllj1el'stltiOJI, in 111ofle1'nas well as ill lllleicll! tilIICS; for
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10

through the dark ages, from the sixth to the sixteenth

century, Masonry was the chief lamp of knowledge that

illnmined the gloom of the then degraded human mind;

it was the nurse that fostered, the guardian that watched

over, and the ark that preserved, through the deluge of

gothic gloom that then overspread the earth, all the
science that survived the wreck of the Grecian and

Roman empires.

" "\Ye call clearly trace the originality and stability of

l\Iasomy: but in vain we ask even Balbec's gorgeous

domes, Palmyra's boasteu temples, or Egypt's proud

pyramids, (though much has recently been discovered) who

their mighty founders ,,-ere; though once, perhaps, the

terror, the wondcr, anu admiration of the earth; yet now

their names are forgotten as an idle tale; while the very

wrecks of their mouldering grandeur, rifled by time's

proud triumph to their yery base, seem thus to frown

contempt on their vain founders' schemes; leaving the

enquiring traveller and poriug antiquary, (in all their

zeal for adding to the funds of historic lore,) lost in fruit

less, dark conjecture, ,,"ho raised their stupenduous

fabrics, or why, or for what purpose they were raised at

all?" :Frol1l such defects, the Order of :;\Iasonry is a

brilliant amI unrivalled exception; and there can be no

doubt that it will cndure till "the angel shaH swear, by
Him that lireth for cver, that thcre shall be time no

longer."

~ or nced 'YC \,"oneler at its stability and duration, when
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1 J

we reflect that it is laid all the broad basis of the welfare

of the whole human race, knit together by one universal
language, in the bonds of fraternal benevolence (the

centre and circumference of all union and harmony), and

it is founded on the adamantine rock of virtue in general,
and all the cardinal and social virtues in particular; and
at its head the" God of love."

"Sirs, ye are brethren:" brethren under one Father,
and that Father is the "God of love;" and therefore, the

love of God ought to abound in us all, whether Masons
or not, for "all we are brethren."

"Without this love, wisdom, in all its human excellency,

is but ignorance; profe3sion, in all its flaming garb, is
but presumption; and devotion, in all its most sacred
forms, is but solemn mockery: but with this love, we
unite earth to heaven, and bring the Deity, with all His

reigning powers, into the human soul, to govern its
affections. With this love, our wisdom will be that true

wisdom, which is said to have como down from above,

and is, in its nature, like its origin, pure, simple, easy
to be entreated, without partiality, and full of those

works, which are not only fair in appearance, but good
in their nature. "Love to God," is the root and stamina

of all true Masonry,-of all true religion; and to the
love of the Great Author of the universe, we trace our

ancient Order. As I observed before, Masonry boasts
her lineage as the Daughter of the Great Architect of all
things, and as the twin sister of religion. "Love was her
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j){/rell!, her olliN flrtllle was charil!}." And this hrings 11S

to thc second part of our gnmd secret-Love to Ihe

Brethrell. And we have our command from Him, our

elder Brother, who paid the unfathomable, unlimited,

and unhounded price of His precious blood, for the pur
chase of the world, that "he who loveth God, love his

brother also." Jesus tasted death for every man; an d

when expiring on the cross, sealed with His own blood
the universal bond, and in His wide-stretched arms of

universal love, embraced a dying world,-bid all to live,
-and bid them live as Brethren!

Masons enter into most solemn obligations and en

gagements, than which nothing ought to be more binding;

nothing more sacred. Brethren, by bonds never to be

broken; by the highest, deepest, broadest breach of all

moral honesty, civil integrity, and religious sincerity;
bonds into which we entered of our own free-will and

consent; and if failing in the performance of this our

solemn obligation, how shall we hope to be found faithful

in the performance of any promise?

Not only is it required to keep faith with his brethren,

but to wipe away the widow's tear, heal the rankled

bosom of distress, and still the orphan's cry. Masonic

pity and Masonic benevolence hold out, in the hand of

charity, the richest cordial of comfort,-the softest balm
of commiseration. Like venerable Job, "The fleece of

his flock is always ready to makc garments for the

naked; the wheat of his floor is always ready to he
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thl'as!lc(l 1'01' the hnllgl'Y; his ~rLlise of oil Hllll barrel or

meal never cease to be divideLl, till they fail ill their pro

duce; and if unable to help as he conl(l \Yish, he

giyes his hearty blessing,-he breathes his. anxious sigh,

-he prays his fervellt prayer,-thnt God \\"ould look

dmnl UPOll and succour the Llistressed."

:Masons are to be found in the farthest extremity of

earth'" bounds. And the stranger, wrecked upon it

foreign shore,-sevcred by oceans from his dear fire.side,

and the olive branches ronnrl his table,-a captive,

wounded and stretched on the couch of anguish and dis

ease,-in a dungeon, perhaps,-hears the glad voice of

a brother,-starts with fresh life in every vein; and with

the fire of animation beaming in his eye, hails his welcome

approach,-presses him to his bosom, and forgets, for the

time, wonnds and bonels, captivity and pains. " Oh

Beneficence! at thy approach, sorrow flees far away; and

for mourning and heaviness, thou givest joy and glad

ness; and in the sunshine of thy presence, tears and

ungnish hrighten into smiles and songs of thanksgiving."

Denrl)' beloved brethren, whether :Masons 01' not, I

wOllld affectionately entreat you to cherish in yom bosoms

the heaven-born germs of charity and beneficcnce ;-let

ns nourish them as plants, whose fragrance is heyond

frankincense; and though plants of celestial elime, they
will bud, blossom, and bear frnit in our inclement soil;

and will bear their healing produce, not once only, but

the \"enr throughont: they will be the cheering beams
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let

around the soul, in the most cloudy gloom of life; and at

the awful close of this mortal scene, they will shed their

celestial rays of comfort around the departing spirit, and

usher it, amid the gratnlating hail of ministering angels,

to the blissful realms of joy and love; where we may

present them, hallowed with the increase of a thousand
fold, at the throne of the Grand Architect, from whence

they sprung; where they will, as heaven's stirling CUl'

rency, be our ready passport to the grand temple of the
blessed.

Deal' christian friends and brethren. rrhcse are the

chief secrets of our ancient Order :-love to God, frolll

His unceasing love to us; and love to man, from our

obligation of COllltl.10n relationship; - "Sirs, ye are

brethren." It is an union of lllan with man, having its
foundation in Goel, who built tIle universe, and is the
Goel of love. :1"1'0111this source of love is hewn its chief

comer stone, whose name is glory, and whose nature is

lovc: and when lIe, who will complete the building of

Ilis redeellling mercy, shall come to collect Ilis jewels,

lIe will place in His kingdom, as thc oma1l1ents of His

triumphant grace and glory, every real Mason,-every

real christian; and ,rhatever his station lUay have been
in the ,rork, whether a ::\Iaster to devise, a 'Varclen to

explain those devices, a Stcward to supcrintend, a Secre

tary to transcribe) or a 'V orkman to raise the building

by his handy labouni; all shall be aecessaries and assistants

to this great cdifke of universal lore; and all that arc

found !mc, shall be re,rarc1ea; not altogether according
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13

to the perfection of his performances, or the sublimity of
his station and office; but, in a great measure, according

to the sincerity of his intentions, and the zeal of his
endeavours. " Love the brotherhood, fear God, honour

the king," are the grand mottoes of the craft-"three of

our brightest jewels; three of our richest ornamellts;
three of our first and most prevailing principles."

Dear brethren, we have spoken of Jewels " and what
beautiful allusion is made to them in the Prophet

Malachi-" In that day, saith the Lord of Hosts, when
I make up my Jelcels, I will spare them as a man spareth
his own son." The Mason has his jewel near his heart:
indeed, every man, be his jewel what it may,-the wife
of his warmest affection, the child of his heart, or the

friend of his bosom,-glfards his jewel as he guards his

life. But God says, he that toucheth ?JlY jewel, "toucheth
the apple of mine eye !" Infinitely delicate deposit of a
jewel! Creation may moulder into dust! sinners lllay

receive their due punishment! and universal nature may
dissolve! but he who toucheth the Jewels of the Lord of

Hosts, toucheth the apple of His eye! Think of this,

brother Masons, and fellow christians all; and sully not,

for one moment, the purity or the brightness of this

estimable character; for becoming jewels, i. e. being
righteous, "ye arc the eternal brightness of His ever
lasting crown," and the destined beauties of that king
dom, where the redeemed of the Lord will ever be

honored as the purchase of His blood.
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,re Hrc !lOW about to put the sincerity of Y0llr christian

nlltl brotherly loyc to the test, by soliciting yom contri

butions, each according to yom Illeans, to such charitable

purposes as shall bc deell1e<l lllost urgent. And allJong

others, 'ye have charities for the maintenance, clothing,

nncl eJneation of destitute or orphan sons ancl daughters

of 1\1asons. To a father or a mother the name of orphan

is enough to move their hearts to pity and to help them;

and oh! if it be a female orphan, she wants a father's

arm and a father's heart: give it her, clear brethren, in

your contributions to-day, towards a safc retreat from

vile temptations and pollution; from the storms and

tempests of this wicked ,,-orIeL

In conclusion, I would say, ,-ery briefly, to the unini

tiated, that Masonry has no principle but what might

still more prove an ornament to the purest mind; nor

any appendage but ,,,hat giycs additional lustre to the

brightest character. By the exercise of the duties of

Masonry, the rid may add abundantly to the fund of

their eternal inheritance. The wise may increase their

knowledge of thc nature of Goel, in all 11is best pCl'fec·.

tions, and thereby daily grow still more wise unto eternal

salvation. ffhe pure I'll heart may be always advancing

in the divine likeness; and they who walk in this path

of the just with zeal and activity, will find it as the

shilling light which shineth more ancl more unto thc

perfect clay.

To you, clearly bclo\'ell Brethren of alii' ancient awl
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1i
royal Order, 1 wou]<l say ill tIw \\"oJ'(lsof a lllll<'b-lwlm'ed

relative allc113rothel', 110\'"no lllorc:-" Ad up to tIle prin

ciples of your institution, that so it may lJCthe praise of the

whole earth. Act up to the principles of your institution,

and as it regards yourselves, it will Le well with you; yom

transfer hereafter will most assuredly Le a transfer from
the labours of this mortal life, to the rest of an eLernal

glory. Your faith and !tope will abide to the praise of

your memory, when the world sees your face no more.

Your chaTit!J and love will be your robes of purity a11(l

light, through an immeasureable eternity. Yom scat in

the Lodge, whether local or provincial, will be changed

for a seat near the Grand Architect, where you will be

decked with all the glorious ornaments of that Order,

which heaven alone can make more perfect; in which

eternity itself, in all its endless duration, can nevor dis

solve. Exercise your calling here with fidelity and zeal,

and then, when the transitory business of this short day

of human existence shall have passed its fleeting COLll'SC,

and the Author of all things shall command us to close

the Lodge of human labour, we shall be admitted into

that general assembly of the true and faithful, where faith
shall be truly realized, hOjJe universally cOllfirmec1, and

love shall be the grand, the prevailing passion of cvery

assembled bosom. I most humbly and fervently pray,

that in the city not built with hands, you may individually

hear from our Great Head, at whose feet all powcrs in
earth and heaven cast their crowns, and fall down and

worship :-' Come up hither, thou blessed one, and be

a pillar in 1lI} tClllplc.'" Now to God the :Fathel', &c.
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HEXVEXLY Father, Thou supreme and eternal Being, dismiss these

Thy servants with Thy holy and benevolent blessing: may the

words which have this day been spoken sink deep into every heart.

And as men, as christians, and as holy brethren, may the interests

and happiness, both spiritual and temporal, of each other, influence

us in the exercise of every friendly, christian, and Masonic act of

charity, benevolence and love: that while travelling through this

wilderness world, we may obtain all those pious habits, which can

alone render us fit to be Brethren of the Lodge above, where our

souls shall be completely solaced with the sweet and pleasant re

freshment of pure, un sullied love,-of lasting, unabating happiness.

Grant all we ask in faith, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amerl.

J. n, nOBI~SON, PHIXTER, TJIl~ BnJDGl~, YVALSALf .•.

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t


